Ficolins H and L are serum defence proteins, mainly expressed in the liver and differing in ligand specificity. They initiate the lectin pathway of complement activation through association with mannose-binding-protein-associated proteases (MASPs). Ficolins are implicated in the pathogenesis of infectious and autoimmune diseases, apoptosis and preeclampsia. H-ficolin is a powerful direct opsonin binding to late apoptotic cells. This study aimed to determine H-and L-ficolin cord blood concentrations in appropriate-for-gestational-age (AGA) and intrauterine-growth-restricted pregnancies (IUGR), associated with excessive apoptosis, uteroplacental vascular insufficiency and activation of the innate immune system. Furthermore to investigate possible correlations of H-and L-ficolin concentrations with several demographic parameters of infants at birth.
